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Welcome back fellow residents of White City, and those reading from the surrounding areaq, for the
March 2022 edition of the White City Councillor Blog.

This month’s blog will focus on the 2022 Annual Budget. At the February 7, 2022 Regular Council
Meeting, Council adopted the 2022 Annual Budget, including operating and capital expenditures
and municipal tax rates. The budget includes operating revenues of $8.7M, operating expenditures
of $8.2M and $5.4M for capital expenditures. Tax policy changes include a $100.00 reduction to the
municipal base tax and a 9.07% mill rate increase resulting in an overall tax revenue increase of
2.48% for the municipality. The proposed tax revenue increase is below the year-to-year Consumer
Price Index of 4.0%' for the Regina Region.

The reduction in base tax was to ensure a more equitable distribution of taxes for basic services
across all assessment values within the municipality.

The 2022 Annual Budget introduces a Recreation Levy to allow the Town to invest in recreational
infrastructure and provide improved recreation services to residents. The Recreation Levy is
partnered with the establishment of a specific Recreation Reserve where levy funds will be
allocated for the planning, development and construction of a Multi-Use Recreation Centre within
the community.
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Council made the decision to implement a Recreation Levy and begin saving to fund the proposed recreation facility.
Based on the public engagement conducted in the Spring 2021, 69% of respondents indicated a preference of, at
minimum, an annual property tax increase per household between $100-$300 per year. Council recognizes the
importance of recreation services and facilities for our current residents and the appeal for future residents. With
COVID-19 and rising inflation, it is important to build a fund to provide those services now for the benefits it will bring to
residents in White City and our neighbouring communities. More information on the Multi-Use Recreation Centre will
be coming in the April edition of the Councillor Blog.

In the upcoming year just a few of projects the Town will focus on includes:

« funding to the WCRM158 Wastewater Management Authority to continue the Wastewater Expansion
Project and ensure sufficient effluent management and infrastructure to support growth in the region;

« asset renewal of equipment to ensure efficient, consistent and dependable services fo residents;

« a recreation master plan to improve recreation and culture services in the community and create a
long-term strategy o meet the needs of residents in White City; and

« continuing support of the Town’s Boundary Alteration Project to complete the process to incorporate
White City, Emerald Park, Park Meadows Estates, Meadow Ridge Estates, Escott/Deneve, Great Plains
Industrial Park and sufficient additional land to support a well-planned and managed community for
the next 25-years into one urban community.
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If you would like more information on the budget or how tax changes were determined, we encourage you to reach
out to a member of Council or the town office for more information. If you have any questions, have a comment, want
more information, or want to suggest a topic for a future blog please email townoffice@whitecity.ca or call
306-781-2355 — we look forward to hearing from you!

- Mayor Brian Fergusson




